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Your Top 5 Themes

Strategic
Relator
Belief
Activator
Connectedness

What's in This Guide?

Section I: Awareness

A brief Shared Theme Description for each of your top five themes

Your Personalized Strengths Insights, which describe what makes you stand out from others
with the same theme in their top five

Questions for you to answer to increase your awareness of your talents
Section II: Application

10 Ideas for Action for each of your top five themes

Questions for you to answer to help you apply your talents
Section III: Achievement

Examples of what each of your top five themes "sounds like" -- real quotes from people who
also have the theme in their top five

Steps for you to take to help you leverage your talents for achievement
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Section I: Awareness

Strategic
Shared Theme Description

People who are especially talented in the Strategic theme create alternative ways to proceed. Faced
with any given scenario, they can quickly spot the relevant patterns and issues.

Your Personalized Strengths Insights

What makes you stand out?

Because of your strengths, you can design innovative plans. You probably raise issues and identify
recurring obstacles as you generate tactical options. Problems and possible solutions become
apparent to you. Once you outline action steps, you quickly execute them one by one. You refuse to
waste time questioning your ideas after everything has been set into motion. Instinctively, you
characteristically find the right words to express whatever you are thinking. You offer explanations,
discuss ideas, give examples, or share stories. You effectively use the spoken word. By nature, you
can reconfigure factual information or data in ways that reveal trends, raise issues, identify
opportunities, or offer solutions. You bring an added dimension to discussions. You make sense out of
seemingly unrelated information. You are likely to generate multiple action plans before you choose
the best one. Driven by your talents, you work diligently to invent alternative courses of action. You
notice new as well as unusual configurations in facts, evidence, or data. Others, however, can see
only separate, unrelated bits of information. You are fascinated by problems that puzzle, confound, or
frustrate most people. Chances are good that you are innovative, inventive, original, and resourceful.
Your mind allows you to venture beyond the commonplace, the familiar, or the obvious. You entertain
ideas about the best ways to reach a goal, increase productivity, or solve a problem. First, you think of
alternatives. Then you choose the best option.

Questions

1. As you read your personalized strengths insights, what words, phrases, or lines stand out to
you?

2. Out of all the talents in this insight, what would you like for others to see most in you?
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Relator
Shared Theme Description

People who are especially talented in the Relator theme enjoy close relationships with others. They
find deep satisfaction in working hard with friends to achieve a goal.

Your Personalized Strengths Insights

What makes you stand out?

Chances are good that you might prefer to assist individuals who have set clear goals for themselves
Perhaps the more you know about someone’s dreams, the easier it is for you to befriend that person.
Instinctively, you take pains to uncover how and why things happen as they do. You share your
discoveries with partners, teammates, and friends. You typically streamline your explanations. You
cover only the essential facts. Most individuals can easily grasp what you say. Listeners probably
appreciate you giving them less detail so they can understand the main points. By nature, you
routinely reduce elaborate or intertwined ideas, processes, legal documents, and/or action plans to
their basic elements. As a result, people usually turn to you for plainspoken, easy-to-understand
explanations. Because of your strengths, you may realize that each individual’s interests, background,
motivations, desires, fears, and work style are different. Perhaps you strive to honor everyone’s
unique qualities and preferences. Understanding the ambitions of particular people might give you
insights into the type of support, training, experiences, partnerships, or nurturing each person needs
to thrive. Driven by your talents, you are quite comfortable being honest about yourself with others.
You harbor very few illusions about who you really are. Furthermore, you can openly acknowledge
your mistakes and shortcomings. This is apt to distinguish you from most people.

Questions

1. As you read your personalized strengths insights, what words, phrases, or lines stand out to
you?

2. Out of all the talents in this insight, what would you like for others to see most in you?
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Belief
Shared Theme Description

People who are especially talented in the Belief theme have certain core values that are unchanging.
Out of these values emerges a defined purpose for their life.

Your Personalized Strengths Insights

What makes you stand out?

It’s very likely that you may have defined some principles that set the tone for certain aspects of your
life. Sometimes they influence your behavior. Sometimes they reflect who or what is most important to
you. Sometimes they guide your decision-making. Specific individuals who live, work, or study with
you might be able to predict what you will say or do in particular situations. By nature, you have no
doubts about being linked in some way with everything in the universe. This includes all creation and
all humankind. Instinctively, you choose to live your life in a way that benefits individuals and society
as a whole. You are highly motivated to make the world a better place than you found it. Your ideals
and core values influence how you spend your time and use your talents. You have a deep and
abiding concern for others. Chances are good that you are naturally inclined to make sacrifices that
benefit someone else. You enjoy being generous with your time, knowledge, skills, experiences,
resources, or possessions. Driven by your talents, you probably have a reputation for working hours
and hours when the assignment adds special meaning to your work, studies, or life in general.

Questions

1. As you read your personalized strengths insights, what words, phrases, or lines stand out to
you?

2. Out of all the talents in this insight, what would you like for others to see most in you?
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Activator
Shared Theme Description

People who are especially talented in the Activator theme can make things happen by turning
thoughts into action. They are often impatient.

Your Personalized Strengths Insights

What makes you stand out?

By nature, you energize others so they feel enthusiastic about a position you have taken, a conclusion
you have reached, or an innovative idea you have proposed. As soon as you resolve to do something,
you typically announce, “Let’s get started right away. We can do this!” It’s very likely that you
celebrate the achievements and successes of individuals and groups. You compliment them. Your
enthusiasm energizes people and makes them eager to tackle the task at hand. Time and again you
say and do things that re-invigorate their minds, bodies, and spirits. Because of your strengths, you
are naturally open and honest about who you are, what you have done, what you can do, and what
you cannot do. Your straightforward explanations and stories help listeners see you as you see
yourself. You reveal your strengths and limitations. You are forthright and plainspoken. People
generally seek your company and want to work with you. Many are impelled to move into action by
your words and examples. Chances are good that you sometimes make people feel special. Typically
you point out the importance or usefulness of something they said. Instinctively, you might tackle
assignments with enthusiasm and speed. Perhaps your “Let’s just do it right now!” attitude causes
your friends to pitch in and work alongside you. Some of them may share your desire to capture
topmost honors or first-place titles.

Questions

1. As you read your personalized strengths insights, what words, phrases, or lines stand out to
you?

2. Out of all the talents in this insight, what would you like for others to see most in you?
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Connectedness
Shared Theme Description

People who are especially talented in the Connectedness theme have faith in the links between all
things. They believe there are few coincidences and that almost every event has a reason.

Your Personalized Strengths Insights

What makes you stand out?

It’s very likely that you often are the one who helps people understand how they are linked across
time, distance, race, ethnicity, religion, economic levels, languages, or cultures. You make it possible
for individuals to work together. You aim to break down barriers that separate them. By nature, you
sense that everything in life is somehow interrelated and interdependent. This idea steels — that is,
fortifies — you to calmly face most of life’s challenges and difficulties. Chances are good that you
routinely isolate facts that link ideas, events, or people. You are especially sensitive to how one
person’s optimistic or negative thoughts can affect the entire human family. This prompts you to pay
close attention to what individuals and groups think and do. Because of your strengths, you frequently
engage in laborious tasks. You yearn to dedicate yourself to worthy causes or noble purposes.
Fortifying the bonds between yourself, the people you know, or even those you will never meet gives
your life special meaning. Instinctively, you sense every event is somehow the consequence of a
series of actions, reactions, or lack of actions. You can accept that which cannot be fully explained
using logic. You say there are no accidents. You are confident that things are linked together for a
purpose that may or may not be revealed to you.

Questions

1. As you read your personalized strengths insights, what words, phrases, or lines stand out to
you?

2. Out of all the talents in this insight, what would you like for others to see most in you?
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Questions

1. How does this information help you better understand your unique talents?
2. How can you use this understanding to add value to your role?
3. How can you apply this knowledge to add value to your team, workgroup, department, or

division?
4. How will this understanding help you add value to your organization?
5. What will you do differently tomorrow as a result of this report?
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Section II: Application

Strategic
Ideas for Action:

Take the time to fully reflect or muse about a goal that you want to achieve until the related
patterns and issues emerge for you. Remember that this musing time is essential to
strategic thinking.
You can see repercussions more clearly than others can. Take advantage of this ability by
planning your range of responses in detail. There is little point in knowing where events will
lead if you are not ready when you get there.
Find a group that you think does important work, and contribute your strategic thinking.
You can be a leader with your ideas.
Your strategic thinking will be necessary to keep a vivid vision from deteriorating into an
ordinary pipe dream. Fully consider all possible paths toward making the vision a reality.
Wise forethought can remove obstacles before they appear.
Make yourself known as a resource for consultation with those who are stumped by a
particular problem or hindered by a particular obstacle or barrier. By naturally seeing a way
when others are convinced there is no way, you will lead them to success.
You are likely to anticipate potential issues more easily than others. Though your
awareness of possible danger might be viewed as negativity by some, you must share
your insights if you are going to avoid these pitfalls. To prevent misperception of your
intent, point out not only the future obstacle, but also a way to prevent or overcome it.
Trust your insights, and use them to ensure the success of your efforts.
Help others understand that your strategic thinking is not an attempt to belittle their ideas,
but is instead a natural propensity to consider all the facets of a plan objectively. Rather
than being a naysayer, you are actually trying to examine ways to ensure that the goal is
accomplished, come what may. Your talents will allow you to consider others’ perspectives
while keeping your end goal in sight.
Trust your intuitive insights as often as possible. Even though you might not be able to
explain them rationally, your intuitions are created by a brain that instinctively anticipates
and projects. Have confidence in these perceptions.
Partner with someone with strong Activator talents. With this person’s need for action and
your need for anticipation, you can forge a powerful partnership.
Make sure that you are involved in the front end of new initiatives or enterprises. Your
innovative yet procedural approach will be critical to the genesis of a new venture because
it will keep its creators from developing deadly tunnel vision.

Questions

1. Which of these action items speak to you? Highlight the actions that you are most likely to
take.

2. How will you commit to taking action? Write your own personalized action item that you will
take in the next 30 days.
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Relator
Ideas for Action:

Find a workplace in which friendships are encouraged. You will not do well in an overly
formal organization. In job interviews, ask about work styles and company culture.
Deliberately learn as much as you can about the people you meet. You like knowing about
people, and other people like being known. By doing this, you will act as a catalyst for
trusting relationships.
Let it be known that you are more interested in the character and personality of others than
in their status or job title. This is one of your greatest talents and can serve as a model for
others.
Let your caring show. For example, find people in your company to mentor, help your
colleagues get to know each other better, or extend your relationships beyond the office.
No matter how busy you are, stay in contact with your friends. They are your fuel.
Be honest with your friends. True caring means helping the other person be successful
and fulfilled. Giving honest feedback or encouraging your friend to move out of a role in
which he or she is struggling is a compassionate act.
You probably prefer to be seen as a person, an equal, or a friend, rather than as a
function, a superior, or a title. Let people know that they can address you by your first
name, rather than formally.
You might tend to withhold the most engaging aspects of your personality until you have
sensed openness from another person. Remember, building relationships is not a one-way
street. Proactively “put yourself out there.” Others will quickly see you for the genuine
individual you are, and you will create many more opportunities to cultivate strong, long-
lasting connections.
Make time for family and close friends. You need to spend quality moments with those you
love in order to “feed” your Relator talents. Schedule activities that allow you to get even
closer to the people who keep you grounded and happy.
Make an effort to socialize with your colleagues and team members outside of work. It can
be as simple as lunch or coffee together. This will help you forge more connected
relationships at work, which in turn can facilitate more effective teamwork and cooperation.

Questions

1. Which of these action items speak to you? Highlight the actions that you are most likely to
take.

2. How will you commit to taking action? Write your own personalized action item that you will
take in the next 30 days.
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Belief
Ideas for Action:

Clarify your values by thinking about one of your best days ever. How did your values play
into the satisfaction that you received on that day? How can you organize your life to
repeat that day as often as possible?
Actively seek roles that fit your values. In particular, think about joining organizations that
define their purpose by the contribution they make to society.
The meaning and purpose of your work will often provide direction for others. Remind
people why their work is important and how it makes a difference in their lives and in the
lives of others.
Your Belief talents allow you to talk to the hearts of people. Develop a “purpose statement”
and communicate it to your family, friends, and coworkers. Your powerful emotional appeal
can give them a motivating sense of contribution.
Create a gallery of letters and/or pictures of the people whose lives you have substantially
influenced. When you are feeling down or overwhelmed, remind yourself of your value by
looking at this gallery. It will energize you and revive your commitment to helping others.
Set aside time to ensure that you are balancing your work demands and your personal life.
Your devotion to your career should not come at the expense of your strong commitment
to your family.
Don’t be afraid to give voice to your values. This will help others know who you are and
how to relate to you.
Actively cultivate friends who share your basic values. Consider your best friend. Does this
person share your value system?
Partner with someone who has strong Futuristic talents. This person can energize you by
painting a vivid picture of the direction in which your values will lead.
Accept that the values of other people might differ from your own. Express your beliefs
without being judgmental.

Questions

1. Which of these action items speak to you? Highlight the actions that you are most likely to
take.

2. How will you commit to taking action? Write your own personalized action item that you will
take in the next 30 days.
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Activator
Ideas for Action:

Seek work in which you can make your own decisions and act on them. In particular, look
for start-up or turnaround situations.
At work, make sure that your manager judges you on measurable outcomes rather than
your process. Your process is not always pretty.
You can transform innovative ideas into immediate action. Look for creative and original
thinkers, and help them move their ideas from conceptual theory to concrete practice.
Look for areas that are bogged down by discussion or blocked by barriers. End the
stalemate by creating a plan to get things moving and spur others into action.
You learn more from real experience than from theoretical discussions. To grow,
consciously expose yourself to challenging experiences that will test your talents, skills,
and knowledge.
Remember that although your tenacity is powerful, it may intimidate some. Your Activator
talents will be most effective when you have first earned others’ trust and loyalty.
Identify the most influential decision makers in your organization. Make it a point to have
lunch with each of them at least once a quarter to share your ideas. They can support you
in your activation and provide critical resources to make your ideas happen.
You can easily energize the plans and ideas of others. Consider partnering with focused,
futuristic, strategic, or analytical people who will lend their direction and planning to your
activation, thereby creating an opportunity to build consensus and get others behind the
plan. By doing this, you complement each other.
Give the reasons why your requests for action must be granted. Otherwise, others might
dismiss you as impatient and label you a ‘ready, fire, aim’ person.
You possess an ability to create motion and momentum in others. Be strategic and wise in
the use of your Activator talents. When is the best time, where is the best place, and who
are the best people with whom to leverage your valuable influence?

Questions

1. Which of these action items speak to you? Highlight the actions that you are most likely to
take.

2. How will you commit to taking action? Write your own personalized action item that you will
take in the next 30 days.
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Connectedness
Ideas for Action:

Consider roles in which you listen and counsel. You can become adept at helping other
people see connection and purpose in everyday occurrences.
Explore specific ways to expand your sense of connection, such as starting a book club,
attending a retreat, or joining an organization that puts Connectedness into practice.
Within your organization, help your colleagues understand how their efforts fit in the larger
picture. You can be a leader in building teams and helping people feel important.
You are aware of the boundaries and borders created within organizations and
communities, but you treat these as seamless and fluid. Use your Connectedness talents
to break down silos that prevent shared knowledge.
Help people see the connections among their talents, their actions, their mission, and their
successes. When people believe in what they are doing and feel like they are part of
something bigger, commitment to achievement is enhanced.
Partner with someone with strong Communication talents. This person can help you with
the words you need to describe vivid examples of connection in the real world.
Don’t spend too much time attempting to persuade others to see the world as a linked
web. Be aware that your sense of connection is intuitive. If others don’t share your
intuition, rational argument will not persuade them.
Your philosophy of life compels you to move beyond your own self-interests and the
interests of your immediate constituency and sphere of influence. As such, you see the
broader implications for your community and the world. Explore ways to communicate
these insights to others.
Seek out global or cross-cultural responsibilities that capitalize on your understanding of
the commonalities inherent in humanity. Build universal capability, and change the mindset
of those who think in terms of “us” and “them.”
Connectedness talents can help you look past the outer shell of a person to embrace his
or her humanity. Be particularly aware of this when you work with someone whose
background is very different from yours. You can naturally look past the labels and focus
on his or her essential needs.

Questions

1. Which of these action items speak to you? Highlight the actions that you are most likely to
take.

2. How will you commit to taking action? Write your own personalized action item that you will
take in the next 30 days.
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Section III: Achievement

Look for signs of achievement as you read these real quotes from people who share your top five
themes.
Strategic sounds like this:

Liam C., manufacturing plant manager: “It seems as if I can always see the consequences before
anyone else can. I have to say to people, ‘Lift up your eyes; look down the road a ways. Let’s talk
about where we are going to be next year so that when we get to this time next year, we don’t have
the same problems.’ It seems obvious to me, but some people are just too focused on this month’s
numbers, and everything is driven by that.”

Vivian T., television producer: “I used to love logic problems when I was a kid — you know, the ones
where ‘if A implies B, and B equals C, does A equal C?’ Still today, I am always playing out
repercussions, seeing where things lead. I think it makes me a great interviewer. I know that nothing
is an accident; every sign, every word, every tone of voice has significance. So I watch for these clues
and play them out in my head, see where they lead, and then plan my questions to take advantage of
what I have seen in my head.”

Simon T., human resources executive: “We really needed to take the union on at some stage, and I
saw an opportunity — a very good issue to take them on. I could see that they were going in a
direction that would lead them into all kinds of trouble if they continued following it. Lo and behold,
they did continue following it, and when they arrived, there I was, ready and waiting. I suppose it just
comes naturally to me to predict what someone else is going to do. And then when that person reacts,
I can respond immediately because I have sat down and said, ‘Okay, if they do this, we’ll do this. If
they do that, then we’ll do this other thing.’ It’s like when you tack in a sailboat. You head in one
direction, but you jinx one way, then another, planning and reacting, planning and reacting.”
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Relator sounds like this:

Gavin T., flight attendant: “I have many wonderful acquaintances, but as for true friends that I hold
dear, not very many. And I’m real okay with that. My best times are spent with the people I’m tightest
with, like my family. We are a very tight-knit Irish Catholic family, and we get together every chance
we can. It’s a large family — I have five brothers and sisters and ten nieces and nephews — but we
all get together about once a month and yuk it up. I’m the catalyst. When I’m back in Chicago, even if
there is no birthday or anniversary or whatever, I become the excuse for getting together and hanging
out for three or four days. We really enjoy one another’s company.”

Tony D., pilot: “I used to fly in the Marines, and, boy, you had better be comfortable with the word
‘friend’ in the Marines. You had better feel good about trusting someone else. I can’t tell you how
many times I put my life in someone else’s hands. I was flying off my friend’s wing, and I’d be dead if
he couldn’t get me back safely.”

Jamie T., entrepreneur: “I’m definitely selective about my relationships. When I first meet people, I
don’t want to give them very much of my time. I don’t know them; they don’t know me — so let’s just
be pleasant and leave it at that. But if circumstances make it so that we get to know each other better,
it seems like a threshold is reached where I suddenly start wanting to invest more. I’ll share more of
myself, put myself out for them, do things for them that will bring us a little closer, and show that I
care. It’s funny because I am not looking for any more friends in my life. I have enough. And yet with
each new person I meet, as soon as that threshold is reached, I feel compelled to go deeper and
deeper. Now I have ten people working for me, and I would call each of them my very good friend.”
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Belief sounds like this:

Michael K., salesperson: “The vast majority of my nonworking time goes to my family and to the things
we do in the community. I was on the countywide Boy Scouts board of directors. And when I was a
Boy Scout, I was pack leader. When I was an Explorer, I was junior assistant leader for the Boy
Scouts. I just like being with kids. I believe that’s where the future is. And I think you can do a whole
lot worse with your time than investing it in the future.”

Lara M., college president: “My values are why I work so hard every day at my job. I put hours and
hours into this job, and I don’t even care what I get paid. I just found out that I am the lowest paid
college president in my state, and I don’t even care. I mean, I don’t do this for the money.”

Tracy D., airline executive: “If you are not doing something important, why bother? Getting up every
day and working on ways to make flying safer seems important to me, purposeful. If I didn’t find this
purpose in my job, I don’t know if I could work through all the challenges and frustrations that get in
my way. I think I would get demoralized.”
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Activator sounds like this:

Jane C., Benedictine nun: “When I was prioress in the 1970s, we were hit by the energy shortage,
and costs skyrocketed. We had a hundred and forty acres, and I walked the acreage every day
pondering what we should do about this energy shortage. Suddenly I decided that if we had that much
land, we should be drilling our own gas well, and so we did. We spent one hundred thousand dollars
to drill a gas well. If you have never drilled a gas well, you probably don’t realize what I didn’t realize:
namely, that you have to spend seventy thousand dollars just to drill to see if you have any gas on
your property at all. So they dug down with some kind of vibratory camera thing, and they told me that
I had a gas pool. But they didn’t know how large the pool was, and they didn’t know if there was
enough pressure to bring it up. ‘If you pay another thirty thousand dollars, we will try to release the
well,’ they said. ‘If you don’t want us to, we’ll just cap the well, take your seventy thousand, and go
home.’ So I gave them the final thirty thousand and, fortunately, up it came. That was twenty years
ago, and it is still pumping.”

Jim L., entrepreneur: “Some people see my impatience as not wanting to listen to the traps, the
potential roadblocks. What I keep repeating is, ‘I want to know when I am going to hit the wall, and I
need you to tell me how much it is going to hurt. But if I choose to bump into the wall anyway, then
don’t worry — you’ve done your job. I just had to experience it for myself.’”
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Connectedness sounds like this:

Mandy M., homemaker: “Humility is the essence of Connectedness. You have to know who you are
and who you aren’t. I have a piece of the wisdom. I don’t have much of it, but what I do have is real.
This isn’t grandiosity. This is real humility. You have confidence in your gifts, real confidence, but you
know you don’t have all the answers. You start to feel connected to others because you know they
have wisdom that you don’t. You can’t feel connected if you think you have everything.”

Rose T., psychologist: “Sometimes I look at my bowl of cereal in the morning and think about those
hundreds of people who were involved in bringing me my bowl of cereal: the farmers in the field, the
biochemists who made the pesticides, the warehouse workers at the food preparation plants, even the
marketers who somehow persuaded me to buy this box of cereal and not a different one sitting next to
it on the shelf. I know it sounds strange, but I give thanks to these people, and just doing that makes
me feel more involved with life, more connected to things, less alone.”

Chuck M., teacher: “I tend to be very black and white about things, but when it comes to
understanding the mysteries of life, for some reason, I am much more open. I have a big interest in
learning about all different religions. I am reading a book right now that talks about Judaism versus
Christianity versus the religion of the Canaanites. Buddhism, Greek mythology — it’s really interesting
how all of these tie together in some way.”
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Questions

1. Talk to friends or coworkers to hear how they have used their talents to achieve.

2. How will you use your talents to achieve?
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